Introduction
A major outbreak of West Nile Virus was seen last year in different parts of United States.
Adequate dissemination of correct information about the same would have helped in decreasing the disease spread and associated panic in the general population. In this study, we looked into the use of YouTube as a source of information on West Nile Virus infection.
Objective
This study aims to identify and evaluate YouTube as source of information on West Nile Virus infection.
Methods
YouTube was searched on November 25 th , 2012, using the keywords West Nile Virus epidemic, West Nile Virus infection, West Nile Virus prevention for videos uploaded in the past six months containing relevant information about the disease. The videos were classified as useful, misleading, or as news updates based on the kind of information contained. Total viewership, number of days since upload, total duration of videos, and source of upload were noted.
Results
A total of 106 videos with information on West Nile Virus infection were included in the study.
79.24% had useful information about the disease. Among the useful videos, 51/84 (60.71%) had information on disease prevention and 29/84 (34.52%) contained information on news and research updates. Majority of these videos were uploaded by individuals (54.6%) and news agencies (41.8 %). Healthcare agencies contributed only 3.4 % of the total videos. Even though Dubey et 
Conclusions
YouTube can be a significant source of information dissemination on public health issues like
West Nile virus infection and should be targeted by health care agencies for the same. Major drawback of this medium is lack of verification by authorized health care professionals before these videos are made available for viewing by the community. Hence a strict caution should be exercised in obtaining the information from unauthorized videos posted on YouTube. deaths. Nearly 40% of the cases were classified as neuroinvasive disease (such as meningitis or encephalitis) and 60% were classified as non-neuroinvasive disease. [3] Resurgence of this arboviral disease emphasizes the importance of outbreak prevention measures, awareness and preparedness of the general public.
Dissemination of correct information is important to encourage people to be compliant with preventive guidelines and practice specific behaviours for preventing disease spread. Effective measures to tackle WNV infection include identifying diseased state, providing supportive measures, preventing long term complications associated with the illness and educating public about the disease. Awareness about the clinical symptomatology can lead to early presentation to the hospital subsequently leading to decrease in mortality and its complications. [4, 5] Internet has become one of the most powerful sources of healthcare information. Approximate viewership of 100 million per day is a marker of immense popularity and easy accessibility of YouTube among the masses. [6, 7] [8, 9] , tobacco use [10] , breast feeding [11], H1N1 [12] , kidney stones [13] , basic life support, cardiopulmonary resuscitation [14] , Tourette's syndrome [15] and Epley's maneuver. [16] Use of YouTube as a source of information for WNV epidemic has never been evaluated in the past. In this study we have analyzed the use of YouTube by health organizations, independent users and news agencies to disseminate information during the WNV outbreak from the month of June through November 2012.
Objective:
This study aims to identify and evaluate YouTube as a source of information on West Nile Virus infection.
Methods:
YouTube was searched on November 25, 2012, using the keywords West Nile Virus epidemic, West Nile Virus infection, West Nile Virus prevention for videos uploaded in the past six months containing information about the disease. Duplicated videos were not included in the study. that as compared to useful videos, misleading videos were more likely to be viewed and received a higher mean star rating. [9] Pandey et al in their paper on H1N1influenza pandemic showed that difference in viewership of useful and misleading videos was not statistically significant. [12] Magnitude of 2012 outbreak was hypothesized to be secondary to the presence of migratory birds combined with increased mosquito population and favourable weather conditions. [17] Unusually mild winter, early spring and hot summer in many parts of the United States was considered to foster mosquito breeding. [17] YouTube and West Nile Virus 
Conclusions:
YouTube contains a significant amount of useful information on WNV infection. However, there is a scarcity of useful videos uploaded by health agencies like CDC or Red Cross. Major 
